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Dwyer

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Montana State University has received $15,800 from the National Science
Foundation to continue a research study on "Ecology of Alpine Communities," directed
"by Dr. Robert S. Hoffmann of the Department of Zoology and Dr. Richard D. Taber of
the School of Forestry, MSU President H. K. Newburn announced.
The basic research could result in practical applications for watershed cover
and food for wildlife in Montana, according to the project directors.

The study

was initiated in 1958 under an NSF grant of $13,000 and has been continued with
NSF support.

The new grant will support the study for another two years.

The grant provides for three student investigators to aid the directors of
the study.

Two of the investigators, Donald Pattie, Missoula, and Thomas Choate,

Berkeley, Calif., are graduate students in zoology at MSU.

The third, Samuel

Bamberg, a graduate student at the University of Colorado, works with the MSU
scientists during the summer.
The researchers said the general aims of the study are to add to basic knowl
edge of soils and animals in Alpine areas that have not been intensively studied
before because of their inaccessibility; to gain a better understanding of plant
distribution and succession in these areas, and to seek comparisons with Arctic
conditions, which have received intensive study in recent years.
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